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Leopold I, however, and his successors down to Francis
II, the article was modified so as to bind the new sovereign
'die Romische-Konigliche Cron forderlichst zu empfan-
gen, und alles dasjenige dabey zu thun so sich derenthal-
ben gebuhret'
It should be remembered that none of these inferior
crowns were necessarily connected with that of the Roman
Empire, which might have been held by a simple knight
without a foot of land in the world. For as there had
been Emperors (Lothar I, Lewis II, Lewis of Provence,
son of Boso, Guy, Lambert, and Berengar) who were
not kings of Germany, so there were several (all those
who preceded Conrad II) who were not kings of Bur-
gundy, and others (Arnulf for t example, who were not
kings of Italy. And it is also worth remarking, that
although no crown save the German was assumed by
the successors of Charles V, their wider rights remained
in full force, and were never subsequently relinquished.
There was nothing, except the practical difficulty and
absurdity of such a project, to prevent Francis II from
having himself crowned at Aries * Milan, and Rome.
III. THE KING OF THE ROMANS (RO&ISCHER KONIG).
It has been shewn above how and why, about the time
of Henry II, the German monarch began to entitle him-
self * Romanorum res/ Now it was not uncommon in
the Middle Ages for the heir-apparent to a throne to be
crowned during his father's lifetime, that at the death of
the latter he might step at cnce into his place. (Coro-
* Althoogh to be snre the Bar-   kingdom of Sardinia, and the Swiss
gtradian dominions had all passed    Confederation*
from the Emperor to France, the